




This is the log book of Flying Officer Thomas Bernard McAneney. He was the 
pilot at the controls of a #150 Squadron Wellington X bomber (MF 249) that 
went missing during a night mission in Hungary on June 25/26,1944. His 
book and associated mementos were kept by Father Wilfrid McAneney 
(Thomas's youngest brother) until Wilfs death in December 2017. 

The log begins with training in Canada and the UK, and covers every detail of 
his operational service. Every flight, training session, aircraft, and sortie is 
documented. At almost 100 pages, it is meticulous and monotonous, but 
contains fascinating details. All but the last two entries were made by F/O 
McAneney. 

The disappearance of MF 249 was unresolved for over two years. Thomas's 
family waited, first for a year while he was missing, and then for another year 
while he was officially presumed dead even though he, his crew, and their 
aircraft had not been found. His father, Joseph Thomas McAneney died 
knowing that his son had been killed, but little more. His mother, Maggie 
McAneney (Artkin) dealt with the loss of her husband and son concurrently. 

In order to tell the end of the story of Thomas's service and sacrifice, I have 
added family keepsakes and pages from his WWII service file stored by 
Library and Archives Canada. These details begin on page 112 in a 
scrap-book style, using the blank pages of Thomas's unfinished log book. 

The additions are sparse and text explanations are deliberately omitted. It is 
left to the reader to note the dates of correspondence, and imagine the 
sequence of events and the lingering tragedy experienced by his family in 
the period during which his fate was unknown. 

Thomas had left a fiancee behind in Toronto. Betty Cloutier lost two brothers 
in the war before word of Thomas's disappearance reached her in early July 
of 1944. Her photograph was among his personal effects and a copy remains 
in his service file. She eventually married, had children, and grandchildren. 

For Thomas McAneney, we can only imagine what might have been. 

Lest we forget. 










Dedicated to the memory of the crew of MF 249, #150 Squadron, RCAF. 


Pilot: F/O T.B. McAneney 
Navigator: F/Sgt F.S. Sparrow 
WOP/Air: F/Sgt F. Jeacocke - P.O.W. (survived) 
A/B: Sgt T. Bell 
A/G: Sgt E.C. Hum 





Compiled by Robert A. Williamson 
2018 






INSTRUCTIONS 


1. This book is an official document and is the property of His Majesty’s 
Government. 

2. An accurate and detailed record is to be kept in the log of all 

flights undertaken in service aircraft by the individual to whom it 
relates. 

3. Monthly flying will be analyzed by aircraft types and inserted in 

red ink. The stamp will be inserted on the left-hand page 
appropriately aligned to the ruling. 

4. The annual summary and assessment will be completed on Form 

R.95A and inserted in the appropriate page of the log. This form 

will also be used when a pilot is posted or attached to another unit 
for flying duties. 
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CERTIFICATES OF QUALIFICATION AS FIRST PILOT 


f.tUix umvem-f, -r.fi. 

Kiamp .„ . Rank... 

(i) Certified that the above named has qualified as 


on...i^-!^.A^ 

Unit...f^(-._0.*.JL '.U _..... 


....landplanes w.e.f. 


Date. L*M.rJhJU 


Signature. 

Rank... wjc£&.. 


(day) 



(ii) Certified that the above named has qualified as a first pilot (night) 

on....landplanes w.e.f.. . .. 

Unit__---- Signature......... 

Date_____ Rank.—---- 


(iii) Certified that the above named has qualified as a first pilot (day) 

on.____seaplanes w.e.f_ 

Unit--- Signature--- 

Date____ Rank.— ....—. 

(iv) Certified that the above named has qualified as a first pilot (night) 

on____seaplanes w.e.f----- 

Unit_ Signature...... 

Date...... Rank-—------ 
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Thomas Bernard McAneney 
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Design a plane, the head men say. 

It must he huilt in such a way. 

That the dumbest mug can fly hands off. 

Make the hardest landings still feel soft. 

Make up for brains that the pilot lacks. 

Make the seats lean forward and still lean back, 
Supply the demand will be the thing, 
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Forget the span of chord and wing. 

The spar must be just six feet long. 

For scraps of spruce coat but a 3ong* 









The fuselage can be tied with string. 

Or by a similar method hung to the wing. 

It must be safe and in the main. 

Be able to withstand a hurricane. 

It must be fast and not land hot 













(What a helluva job the designer’s got). 

Fast and light and comfortable too, 

With a cruising range to Timbuctoo. 

Of course, this is no common hack. 

For it must carry the load of a ten ton Mack. 

It must climb straight up and land straight down. 

But the pilot must scarcely feel the ground. 

Yes, flaps and brakes and retracting gear. 





















Hell's bell! They must think the Millennium’s 
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And one last word the head men say. 









It's got to be finished by yesterday. 

On second thought, there's one thing more. 

They'll have to sell at the . 10/f store. 
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References 
150S/351/41/Pl. 


' Mfr.McA 


Wing C omnander E.R.M. Walker, 
150 Squadron, 

Royal Air Force, 

C . M . F . 


sealed,to me, I will see that they are forwarded. 


P.S.Q. 


t 


5th July,1944. 

Pear E^f.McAneney, 

/ Before you,receive this letter, you 
will have bepn/informed by the Air/Minist.rjr of the fact 
that your son,Flying Officer Thomas Bernard McAneney,is 
missing as the result of air operations. 


1 regret to say that at the moment all \y 
1 can tell you is that your son took off at 20.46 hours, 2 s/!yW, 
to attack a target in Hungary, since when no news has Been 
received of his aircraft or his crew. 

Whilst it would be wrong for me to raise 
false hopes,as 4^would he for me to give you the impress- 
ion that your son is no longer alive, I must tell you that 
there is always the possibility of his being a. Prisoner 
of War. If such is the case it will be ascertained iii due 
course,and,in any event^endeavours to trace your son will 
continue and any information that is obtained will be 
immediately communicated to you. / 

• ... You will wish to know that your son's 

personal effects have been taken care of and will be for¬ 
warded to you as soon as possible by the Standing Committee 
. of Adjustment. 

May I now express the very great sympathy 
which I,as his Commanding Officer, and all his friends 
and colleagues in/the Unit A feel with you in your present 
anxiety. Your son was a Pilot in whom I had the utmost 
confidence and he was a popular member of his Mess - he 
is missed greatly. 

I .have enclosed the nh'mes of the next 
of kin of the other members of your son's crew,as, you will 
no doubt, wish to write to them.Under a recent Air Ministry f 
ord«£ I am not permitted to send you the addresses of 
next of kin,but if you send any letters,addressed and^^ 
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DUTY 


Gi®/J.18232/P4/0AS 


A I E MINISTRY 
73-77 Oxford gt, London.W.l. 
8th August, 1944. 


Thank you f o'r your lotter concerning 
your brother, Flying Officer T.B. Mcaneney, who 
was reported missing after air operations on the 
night of the 25th/26th June, 1944. 


1272578. F/8gt. Sparrow, F.S.- Father - Mr. Sparrow. 
544054. Sgt. Bell, T. - Father - Mr. W. Bell. 


(Cont.Overleaf). 


Pilot, Pupil 
Passei ' 


The oniy details available are that 
he was Captain of an aircraft, which took off to 
attack a target in Hungary, and failed to return. 

No information has since been received concerning 
him or any of the other members of the crow, how¬ 
ever, enquiries are continuing through all available 
sources, and should further news be received you will 
be informed. 


A.425310, F/Sgt. Jeacooke, S. - Wife - hr3. S. Jeacooke. 

1243985. Sgt. Hum, E. - Wife - Mrs. D.1S. Hum. 

Please accept my sympathy with you in your anxiety. 
Yours sincerely, 

(A.B. Matthews) Wing Commander, 
for Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, 
• • R.C.A.F. Overseas. 


J.35213., 

F/0. J.H. Ecaneney, 
R.C.a.F., 

R.A.F. Station, 
Doncaster, Yorks. 
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Du/ 


(1) 



NARD 


Me 


F.O. THOMAS BER 
ANENEY. 24, pilot and deputy llight 
commander, who was reported miss¬ 
ing near Foggia. Italy, June 25 last, 
is now-presumed dead. He is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. J, T. McAneney, 
Brock Avc. There are three broth¬ 
ers, F.O, John, Joseph and Wilfred, 
and a sister, Mrs. Frank Oster. 
F.O. McAneney was on his 23rd 
llight. Born in the same house In 
which the family still liv«9, he was 
educated at St. Helen’s separate 
school and De La S^lle (Oaklands) 
And was secretary of the Canadian 
Freight association before enlisting. 
He was winged at Brantford. April 
0. 1942, and went overseas the fol¬ 
lowing month. In November that 
year he was dangerusly injured 
when he crash-landed on the coast 
of England. He was a member of 
St. Helen's parish. 
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Headquarters, MED/ME, 

Missing Research & Enquiry Service 

R.A.F. C.M.F. 

19th Feb. '4<S. 


O 

H 

Ref:- MRES/1243785/tium, E.C. 

1ELLINGT0H M.F. 249 . 

Sir, 

I have the honour to forward the attached copies of reports 
regarding an aircraft crash near SZABADBATTYAN, Hungary, on 23 th June 
I 944 , which presumably refers to the above airoraft, which was 
reported missing in an attack on Hungary on the night of 25 th June, 
1944. Particulars of the crew are shown below. 

^ Can.J.182^2 Fi b-_JjeAnemey T.B. Pj l pt- Death Pres umed- 


1272578 F/Sgt. Sparrow F.S. 

AUS. 4253 IO F/Sgt. Jeacocke S. 

544054 Sgt. Bell T. 

1243785 Sgt. Hum, E.C. 


Nav. Death Presumed. 

Wop/Air. P. 0. W. 

&/Q. Death Presumed. 

A/Gc, Death Presumed. 


2. It is regretted that positive identification of the bodies 
buried at SZABADBATTYAN cannot be established until a Searcher Party 
or Graves Registration Unit is able to commence operations in Hungary, 

3. It would be appreciated if information regarding the 
circumstances of this crash can be obtained from F/Sgt. Jeacocke, 
and advised to this Headquarters. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Sgd) P. Tennsoiu F/0. 
for Wing Commander, Commanding, 

II.Q. R.A.F. (MED/ME’) M.R.E.S . 

Air Ministry (P.4.Cas.) 

73/77, Oxford Street, 

London W. 1. 

















































































































































Commonwealth of Australia 


f 



CcVwAAtuL— 
P.4.Cas lasnne Sect: 
Air Ministry, 

73/77 Oxford St.W.l. 



ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE. 


27th July., 1945. 


Flying Officer S.JEACOOKE Aus.425310 


Further to telephone conversation of this morning 
between your Section and Flight Lieutenant Seaman of this Headquarters, 
the following details are advised you oonoeming the statement cf F/0 
Jeaoocke who was the wireless operator in the crew cf a Wellington to 
attack a target at Budapest on the 25th June,1944- 

2. Jeacocke states 


"After setting course from Lake Balatrol to Budapest we encountered 
terrifio flak which appeared to be box barrage at first, but after 
taking evasive action proved to be predicted. We were using window 
which appeared to upset the accuracy for a couple cf minutes but we 
were suddenly hit and I found myself lying on the floorof the air- 
craft beside the bed. I was on look out duties in the ‘aei%drome. I 
tried to struggle onto rry feet but could not do so because cf the speed 
at which we were going down. The pert side was on fire. X believe from 
the part engine back as far as the tri-cell shute position. Hot knowing 
that my telephone plug was out, I expected at any moment to hear the order 
to bale out and so continued trying to get on to ny knees at least in 
order to crawl to the emergency exit when the bale out order should be 
given. The aircraft suddenly commenced to spin and I found it impossible 
to even roll nyself over. X oounted four spins and knew nothing further 
until I found myself conscious and falling through space. As I had been 
flying with my parachute on for the whole of the astrodome duties I 
pulled the ripcord and it opened at somewhere between two aid four 
thousand feet. While coming down I notioed a fire on the deck which later 
proved to be our aircraft. I believe the position cf the crash was about ten 
miles from the northern tip of the lake Bilatol and I know there was a 
three or four line railway connecting two towns about 100 yards west of 
ny position. I think I must have been blown out of the aircraft by the explos¬ 
ion cf the photc^lash ccr possibly the port fuel tanks .As I found ny 
telephone cable and plug burnt into ny left flying boot on landing and 
proving I was not on the inter-comm with the crew I don't know if any cf 
the rest of the orew up the front had been killed when we were hit but 
knowing from past conversations that I was the only one who used to fit ny 
parachute over the defended areas I presume that all the crew would find it 
inpossible to leave the aircraft. As there was a huge explosion about 30 
seconds after I landed which I believe to have been the bomb load I presume 
them to have been killed. I received no news of them later, even after 
visiting the oasualty section of Air Min. An eneny motor vehiole visited 
the wreckage late the following afternoon but as I kept nyself hidden in the 
wheat field X don't know if they found aiy bodies. They remained about an 
hour or more there before I heard the vehicle driven away. I also heard civil: 
women talking and laughing amidst the noise cf tearing uo cloth which I 
believe was paraohute silk". 


3- Jeacocke was captured on the 30th June and after 
a few weeks in solitary confinement in a Budapest jail was taken into 
a prisoner cf war camp. 


Flight Lieutenant, 
far Air Viae Marshal, 
Air Qffioer Commanding. 
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istracy of Szabadbattyan, Hungary, stating that the aircraft 
in which your son. Flying Officer Thomas Bernard McAneney, was 
flying, crashed on the Lajostelep Estate, near Szabadbattyan, 
and the crew, with the exception of Flying Officer Jeacocke, 
lost their lives. 

Due to the severe nature of the crash, however. 
Sergeant Hum was the only member of the crew who could be iden¬ 
tified and the remains of the four crew members were buried in 
a communal grave by the Minister of the Falubattyan Church, with 
a religious service. 

The reverent care of the burial places of all 
who served in the Forces of the British Empire is the task of 
the Imperial War Gr a v e s Comri ssioff*. Already' emj nent~archihechs 
are at work, planning the construction of beautiful cemeteries 
and each individual grave will be supported and sustained by the 
nations of the Empire. I hope that it may be of some consolation 
to you to know that your gallant son's grave is in sacred care and 
keeping. 

May I again offer you my most sincere sympathy 
in the great loss you have sustained. & 

Yours sincerely, 

R.C.A.F, Casuatly Officer, 
for Chief of the Air Staff. 


RWARD 
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OTTAWA, Canada, 15th January, 1947, 

REGISTERED 


Mrs. Margaret Mary McAneney, 

462 Brook Ave,, 

Toronto, Ontario, 

Dear Mrs, McAneneyj 

It is a privilege to have the 
opportunity of sending you the Operational Wings and 
Certificate in recognition of the gallant services 
rendered by your son, Flying Officer T.B, McAneney. 

I realize there is little which 
may be said or done to lessen your sorrow, but it is 
my hope that these ''Wings", indicative of operations 
against the enemy, will be a treasured memento of a 
young life offered on the altar of freedom in defence 
of his Home and Country, 




lours very sincerely. 


$P‘ 


:w: 


/O-y-’f'*; 

o-r-43 

A:lM 


tzfc 


(W.A. Dicks) 

Wing Commander 
for Chief of the Air Staff. 
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OTTAWA, Canada, February 25, 1948. 


Mr 3. J.X. IfoAnenay, 

462 Brook Avenue, 


Toronto, Ontario, 


Bear Mrs, MoAnenayt 


It is with regret that I refer to the loss of your 


son. Flying Officer Thomas Berhard .MeAnonay, and our letter of June 


20th, 1946, v/hioh advised that your son and three members of his 
orow were buried in the cemetery at Ssabadbattyan, Hungary, but a 


report has been received from our Missing Research and Enquiry 

Service that your boy and those members of his crew buried with him 


have been moved to the Budapest Bri’ish Military Cemetery, Budapest, 

Hungary, and are at rest in Collective Craves 5, 6, 7, and 8 (marked 

' 

and registered in their names). Row C, Plot 2, of that cemetery. 

1- 

Ibis permanent British Military Cemetery will be 


maintained in perpetuity by the Imperial War Graves Commission (of 


which Canada is a member) and headstones will be erected at the graves. 
Unhappily, there are great numbers of these headstones to be erected. 


and it will quite naturally take considerable time. It is not necessary 
to write to the Imperial War Graves Commission, as you will be contacted 


by them before the stone is prepared. 


At approximately the same time as the report that your 


boy and his crow had bean moved to a British Military Cemetery, a letter 


was rcoeived hore on your behalf from Mr3, Orpha Edwards, 1st Vice- 


President of the Silver Cross Woman of Canada (R.C.A. . Chapter), Toronto, 

- 

who also asked if it was possible to obtain a photograph of your boy’s 
grave. All the graves of our Fallen are photographed and copies are sent 

- 

here to be oonveyed to the next-of-kin, but unfortunately the task is a 
very great one and has been delayed by a shortage of labour and materials. 

- 

but you are assured that photographs will be taken, and also that when 
they are received here they will be oonveyed to you promptly. I am for¬ 

— 

warding a copy of this letter to Mrs. Edwards. 

- 

I would like to take this opportunity of expressing to 


Second page not in file. 
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2nd Pilot, Pupil DUTY 

or Passenger (Including Results and Remarks) 

— ——4- Totals Brought Forward 


_ 

•*\Ve have loved him during Ilf**; let us 
not forget him aftwrdralh**- Rt Ambrose 



Sweet Jeeus have mercy ou the soul of 

F.O. THOMAS BERNARD McANENEY 

Killed in Hungary. June 25. 1014 
Age*) 24 years 

PRAYER 

O gentlest heart of Jesus, ever present 
iu the most lllcssed Sarrament ami ever 
cmi'tiimed with huriiiug love for the poor 
captive aouls In Purgatory have merry 
on the soul of Thy departed servant 
THOMAS 

and bring him from the shadow of exile to 
the bright home of Heaven, where, we 
trust Thou ami Thy Blessed Mother, 
have woven for him a crown of unfading 
bliss. Amen. 

Sweet Heart of Jesus, be my tovet 

300 days. 

Jesus, meek and bumble of heart, make 
my heart like unto Thine! 300 days 

Jesus. Mary. Joseph! 7 veam ami 7 
Quarantine*. 

Eternal r***t grant unto him O Lord 
and let perpetual light shine upon him. 

May lie rest in peace. Amen_ 

I-andv 8i Co.. lad.. 16 Pund—. W. Tocooto 



GRAND TOTAL [Cols. (1) to (10)] 
....Hrs....Mins. 
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MCANENEY, THOMAS BERNARD F/0(P) J18232. From Toronto, 
Ontario. Killed In Action Jun.26/44 age 24. #150 Squadron (Aiei 
Anomen). Wellington aircraft # MF 249 missing during a night raid on 
the Oil Refinery at Budapest. There were two #150 Squadron aircraft 
lost on this target on this date. WO. N.T. Reed was killed in aircraft # LJ 
811. The following RAF airmen were killed in the two aircraft; FS.s T. 
Bell, J.W. Chaplin, F.S. Sparrow, Sgt.s E.C. Hum, and J. Jackson. 
Flying Officer Pilot McAneney is buried in the War Cemetery at 
Budapest, Hungary. 
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